Melaugh’s

Bits of Wit

e [ write it, you write it.

e Full credit or no
credit.

e History is just a story
that is true.

e This is a dictatorship,
not a democracy.

e Life is hard, doing
dumb things makes
it harder.
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Who is this guy with the funny

name?

I have always found that
parents like to know a little bit about
the people that will be spending 180
days with their children.

Michael Melaugh was born
and raised a Yankee in the suburbs of
Philadelphia, PA. At age 19, he
enlisted in the United States Navy.
He spent six grueling years repairing
aircraft, including a tour during Op-
eration Desert Storm. Upon receiving
his parole, Mr. Melaugh went to col-
lege.

Mr. Melaugh attended the
University of North Florida. In 1996,
he received his Bachelor Of Arts de-
gree in Social Science education.
Upon graduation, he quickly received
a job offer at James Weldon Johnson
Middle School to teach sixth grade
math. He said, “Why not, it will pay
the bills.” Therefore, he went back to

school and received his certification in

Middle Grades Mathematics.
However, the fates finally inter-

Theta Thunderbirds

vened and he was given the Geog-
raphy position in 1999.

Throughout his years at
JWJ, Mr. Melaugh has been given
a myriad of responsibilities. He
was an assistant football coach for
two years. He took on the job of
yearbook editor for one year (the
longest of his life.) Finally, he

spent 9 years as the Boys Baseball
coach (winning 6 Division Cham-
pionships.)

Mr. Melaugh’s personal
interests are many. He is an avid
reader of science fiction. He loves
watching educational program-
ming. Mr. Melaugh is a diehard
sports fan of such teams as the
Atlanta Braves, Penn State Nit-
tany Lions, and the Philadelphia
Eagles. Finally, his biggest pas-
sion is NASCAR. Go Jeff Gordon!

Mr. Melaugh is well
known throughout his community
for his strange sense of humor.
He relishes his position as a
teacher and lives for those 45
minutes he gets to spend teaching
the students.

What are we going to do this year?

The focus of 7th
grade Geography is to de-
velop an understanding of the
Earth. .

1. Basic Geography
2. USA & Canada
3. The Middle East
4. Europe

5. Africa

6. Latin America

7. Asia
8. The Pacific

We will progress through the
world in that order. We will
not travel through the text-
book in numerical order, but
rather jump around from unit
to unit.

Now for a more
practical explanation of this
course. The students will

study all the continents and
oceans of the world.

We will primarily
focus on the human aspects
of the world and only touch
on the environmental ones.
In my opinion, students are
more likely to meet a person
from Italy or China than a
rock or tree.
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Thomas Mann once said,
Speech is civilization itself.
The word, even the most con-
tradictory word, preserves

| contact — it is silence which
 isolates.” Please don’t isolate
yourself from the school envi-
® ronment. Contacting your
child’s teacher can be the =
most important thing a par-

ent may do. I can be reached

in a variety of ways for your
convenience.

o
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= You can email me at any

Parent-teacher con-
ferences present an excellent
opportunity to find out how
your child is adjusting to the
new school year and to get to
know his/her teachers.

The world
is an
oyster

andIam

Here are some gen-
eral hints on how to have a
successful conference:

1. Askyour child if there is
anything that he would
like you to discuss with
the teacher.

* 1bigor2small 8 1/2x
11 inch spiral note-
books.

* 1box of colored pencils
or crayons

* 1package of 3”x5”
note cards (for the His-
tory Fair project)

Eiffel Tower
Paris, France

Contacting Mr. Melaugh

time. Response time is usually
less than 24 hours. This is the
preferred method as I can usu-
ally find a few minutes to an-
swer emails throughout the
school day.

melaughm@duvalschools.org

You may leave a telephone mes-
sage by calling the school at 630
-6640 ext. 163. I will try to re-
turn your call as soon as possi-
ble. Usually response time will
be within 24 hours.

You may also schedule a conference

2. Jot down everything that
you want to talk about at
the conference.

3. Arrive promptly or a few
minutes early.

4. Begin with positive com-
ments about the teacher or
classroom.

5. Avoid lengthy discussions
of topics that are not re-
lated to the purpose of the
conference.

*  Pencils (mechanical or
wooden with a sharp-
ener)

*

Highlighter (any
color)

*  Glue sticks (bunches)

Optional (but highly
recom-

with me. The parents and
the teachers can sit down
face to face and discuss
the issues concerning the
student. Please contact
the Guidance Office to
schedule the conference at
630-6640 ext 115

Theta Thunderbirds

The Parent-Teacher Conference

6. Be open-minded to sug-
gestions from the teacher.

7. Keep your emotions un-
der control.

8. Take notes about what
has been discussed to
share with your child.

9. Express appreciation for
the conference.

10. Do not stay beyond your
allotted time.

Educational Supplies

mended) 1 flash drive
to use for computers.
The computers in the
school do not have
floppy disc drives.

www.melaugh.org
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Grades

Knowledge is power. The purpose

of a grade is to give a numerical

value to knowledge. Every assign-

ment is given with a purpose in
mind. Grades are determined by
using a total point system. The

formula for determining grades is:
points received + points possible =

grade percentage.
Homework

Your child will have an
assignment many school nights.

The purpose of each assignment is
to reinforce a lesson or to prepare

for the next day’s lesson. Timing

is crucial with assignment. Ibase

The Geography Notebook

All Students are re-
quired to keep a record of all
information covered during
the year. Everything pertain-
ing to Geography will be kept
in this notebook.

A table of contents
will be kept up to date. This

table will list every page in the

notebook and what is on that
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my lesson plans and assignments
on how much information that I
feel your child can easily compre-
hend in one day. It is crucial that
all assignments are done the day
they are assigned. Almost every

page. A copy of the “official”
table of contents is located
both in the classroom and on
my website.

Detailed instructions
will be given regarding the
upkeep of this notebook. It is
a major test grade counted
towards each marking period.
It is each student’s responsibil-

10 Homework steps

1. Read the questions at the

end of the section in the book

2. Read the preview section
at the beginning of the as-
signment.

3. Read the entire section of
the book.

4. Open notebook to correct
page.
5. Correctly head paper

6. Write all the vocabulary
words

7. Look up the vocabulary in
the book’s glossary.

8. Write each question and
then answer it.

9. Highlight all answers.

10. Bring to notebook
to class
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assignment is worth 5 points.
Tests

Tests are designed to evaluate the student’s knowl-
edge of the information. Most are worth 100 points and
cover one chapter of the textbook. Studying for the tests
allows the student to move the information from the short-
term memory to the long-term memory where it will stay
with them forever (hopefully.) I usually give an assignment
the night before every test to ensure that a minimum
amount of studying occurred. However rereading the text-
book and reviewing the homework will increase the chances
for success dramatically.

The

purpose of
ity to keep track of the note-

book and replicate it if it is a grade is
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website. numerical
value to
knowledge

Note: All homework is given a
grade of full credit (5 points) or
no credit (o
points.) Every
homework assign-
ment is gone over
in class. I don’t
expect the student
to get every ques-
tion correct, but I
do expect them to try and to cor-
rect those they got wrong.

Panama Canal



The History Fair

Each year the Advanced Social Studies student is required to partici-
pate in the History Fair. This is a requirement and not extra credit.
Information will be sent home sometime in September.

The important dates are:

Class Rules

I expect every student to act in the

appropriate manner at all times. My rules
are short and sweet with a lot of common
sense thrown in.

Hever eat or drink in room

September 29: Information letter signed

October 27: Topics due
December 15: 25 Note cards due

January 25: Final project due

Arrive on time

§upplies are mandatory

Qode of Conduct is enforced

Please note: No project will be accepted late unless under an extreme

emergency and prior permission is received.

***These dates are subject to change***
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Always raise your hand

Bespect everybody

Amnesty = Forgiveness

Sometimes, students find themselves unable
to get credit for an assignment. This may be
due to:

*  Absent and forgot to show Mr. Melaugh
the work

*  Did not complete the assignment

*  Left the notebook in the locker

*  Did the wrong assignment

*  Assignment flew out the bus window

* ate the assignment (I have 4 dogs
an would actually believe this one.)

*  Mr. Melaugh for%)ot to give me credit
(happens rarely, but does once every blue
moon

*  And many others....

Regardless of the reason for a zero, I offer
every student an opportunity to receive for
most of the school year. No matter the reason
why credit was not given, every child is en-

couraged to either turn in or resubmit any as-
signment that did receive credit on the original
due date. Iwill personally call each student back
to my desk to show me the work. If no credit was
received by the end of the day, please ask your
student the reason why.

Amnesty Day Procedures

First quarter— 2 days scheduled. 1 just prior to
midterm progress reports and 1 just prior to the
ending of the quarter.

Second Quarter—1 day scheduled just prior to
the end of the quarter.

Third Quarter—1 day scheduled just prior to the
end of the quarter. Half credit only.

Fourth Quarter—NO Amnesty Days scheduled.
At this point in the year, all students should have
the system figured out. I am also getting them
ready for 8th grade where there are Never any
Amnesty Days. I will only correct a grade associ-
ated with a documented absence.

*** It allows not only make-up of work, but lets
students retake any or all tests that they were
unsuccessful on. I will send home letters near
the end of each quarter outlining the dates of
retakes, etc.

There is no excuse for any child to be unsuccess-
ful in Advanced Geography this year. It is up to
the parents to ensure that all children are making
good choices about their grades. Parents and
students will be given unlimited access to their
grades through an online grade book called On-
course. Please check it frequently.

Note to Parents

While I realize that you may see the assignment
in the notebook and you would like me to give
the student credit and enter it into the grade
book immediately, please wait until Amnesty Day
for credit. Daily interruptions for grades and
updates takes away from class learning time.
Patience for the students and Mr. Melaugh would
be appreciated.



